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SpringBoard ELA Family 
Program Guide for Grade 7 
This guide gives you insight into the content addressed in the 
SpringBoard ELA classroom, as well as ways to support your student at 
home if your school district selects SpringBoard ELA for its curriculum. 

About SpringBoard ELA 

Developed by teachers for teachers, SpringBoard offers core instructional materials in 

print and digital form that are aligned to College and Career Readiness Standards, 

Advanced Placement (AP) coursework, and the SAT Suite of Assessments. SpringBoard 

brings the classroom to life with materials that help students practice the skills and learn 

the knowledge they need to excel in high school and beyond. SpringBoard ELA provides 

student-centered instruction, classroom-proven resources, and a curriculum aligned with 

state standards—along with focused workshops in Language, Close Reading, and Writing. 

What will your student be doing? 

▪ Working collaboratively to take charge of their learning to create a more dynamic classroom experience 

▪ Engaging in daily lessons that meet the high expectations of state standards 

▪ Using an integrated approach that allows reading, writing, speaking, and listening to be learned together 

▪ Examining essential questions through reading, classroom discussion, and writing  

▪ Engaging in classroom discussion and learning new vocabulary  

▪ Learning strategies and structures for closely reading   

▪ Examining compelling texts—fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, visuals, and film 

▪ Practicing good reading habits and strategies that will transfer to other subjects and independent reading 

▪ Writing in all the major modes, emphasizing argumentative, informational, and narrative 

▪ Applying their understanding of the author’s craft to their own writing 

▪ Analyzing and critiquing their work and the work of others 
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How can you support your student at home? 

Research has shown that family involvement is valuable for students’ academic growth. Here are a few ways you can support 
your student and the work they’re doing in class. 

 
▪ Become familiar with the current SpringBoard unit. Browse the readings, writing prompts, and Embedded 

Assessment assignments. To see which skills students are expected to demonstrate on the Embedded 

Assessments, take a look at the Scoring Guides. (See table of unit overviews below.) 

▪ Ask open-ended questions. What are you reading this week? What kinds of things did you discuss in English 

class today? What assignment are you working on? How prepared do you feel for the assessment or 

assignment coming up? What do you need to practice? 

▪ Encourage independent reading. Reading independently is an important skill to foster in your student, and 

SpringBoard ELA includes support for building it into class time. Students create independent reading plans 

at the beginning of each unit and are asked to respond to prompts periodically. Check in with your student 

to ask which text(s) they’ve chosen and what they’re learning. (See the “Planning for Independent Reading” 

sections below to understand each unit's independent reading focus.) 

You can also help your student find interesting texts through Zinc Reading Labs (available through SpringBoard 

Digital), which includes articles with interactive close reading support, vocabulary development, and reading 

quizzes. You can also encourage your student to get books from the school or local library. 

 

Links to Additional Resources 

▪ See sample lessons at springboard.collegeboard.org/sample-resources. 

▪ Watch a video overview showing how to use SpringBoard Digital. 

SpringBoard Digital Student Overview ELA in English: springboard.collegeboard.org/SBD-Overview-English. 

SpringBoard Digital Student Overview ELA in Spanish: springboard.collegeboard.org/SBD-Overview-Spanish.  

▪ Check out the research supporting SpringBoard at springboard.collegeboard.org/research. 

 

  

https://springboard.collegeboard.org/ela/curriculum-and-resources/sample-resources
https://youtu.be/uDT-Bcxj8wU
https://youtu.be/OtPHr-8uBwU
https://springboard.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/springboard-research-compendium.pdf
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SpringBoard ELA Unit Overview for Grade 7 

UNIT 1: THE CHOICES WE MAKE 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview  
Students will explore the art of storytelling as 
readers and writers. They encounter 
contemporary and classic stories about 
choices and consequences, and they write 
about their own real and imagined 
experiences.  
 
Essential Questions  
• How do authors use narrative elements 

to create a story? 
• What are the elements of effective 

revision? 
 

What will students do?  
• Use knowledge of genre characteristics 

and structures to analyze texts. 
• Examine plot elements in narrative 

writing. 

• Apply techniques that create coherence 
and sentence variety in writing. 

• Revise and edit drafts before publishing 
written works. 

"Why Couldn't I Have Been Named 
Ashley?" by Imma Achilike  

“Huveane and Clay People” from 
Voices of the Ancestors: African Myth 
by Tony Allan, Fergus Fleming, and 
Charles Phillips 

“Mbombo” from Voices of the 
Ancestors: African Myth by Tony Allan, 
Fergus Fleming, and Charles Phillips 

"Arachne" by Olivia E. Coolidge  

"Phaethon" by Bernard Evslin  

"The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost  

"Choices" by Nikki Giovanni  

From In the Beginning: Creation Stories 
from Around the World by Virginia 
Hamilton  

Excerpt from Bad Boy Walter Dean 
Myers  

Decision Making Made Easy 

“The Creation of Earth, Sky, Animals, 
and Man" from Myths and Tales of the 
Jicarilla Apache Indians by Edward 
Morris Opler  

"The Scholarship Jacket" by Marta 
Salinas  

"The Burro and the Fox" by Angel Vigil  

ACADEMIC 

effect 
coherence 
internal coherence 
external coherence 
 
LITERARY 

genre 
denotation 
connotation 
figurative language 
narrative 
sensory details 
folklore 
myths 
symbol 

Planning for Independent Reading   
The first half of this unit focuses on personal narratives. To deepen understanding of how authors tell personal 
stories, students choose a memoir, biography, or autobiography to read and respond to during this unit. As 
students read, they try to think like a writer; they notice the way the author tells his or her own story (in a memoir or 
autobiography) or the story of the subject (in a biography). Students use their Reader/ Writer Notebook to create a 
reading plan and respond to any questions, comments, or reactions they have to their reading. Students can also 
jot notes in their Independent Reading Log. They refer to those notes as they participate in book discussions with 
their classmates about how the choices the characters made helped shape the book’s theme. The teacher will 
support each student with selecting a book for independent reading. 
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UNIT 2: WHAT INFLUENCES MY CHOICES? 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview 
Students will shift their focus from the art of 
storytelling to the craft of informing, 
explaining, and convincing. They will read a 
variety of texts on the issue of marketing 
products to young people, and then they will 
build on this knowledge to write convincing 
arguments on other engaging topics.  
 
Essential Questions 
• What role does advertising play in the 

lives of youth? 
• What makes an effective argument? 

 
What will students do? 

• Understand how our lives are affected by 
media and advertising. 

• Identify and analyze the use of text 
features in informational texts. 

• Compose an informational text. 

• Compose an argumentative text. 
• Engage in meaningful discourse within a 

collaborative group. 
• Provide and accept constructive 

feedback from others. 

"The Myth of Choice: How Junk-Food 

Marketers Target Our Kids" by Food 

MythBusters 

"The Joy of Instagram" by Megan 

Garber  

"Should We Live Life, Or Capture It?" by 

Marcelo Gleiser  

"Another Study Highlights the Insanity 

of Selling Junk Food in School Vending 

Machines" by Karen Kaplan  

"How Kids Can Resist Advertising and 

Be Smart Consumers" by Caroline 

Knorr  

"Re: Advertising in the New York Times 

for Kids," from Campaign for a 

Commercial-Free Childhood website  

"Screen Time?" 

"Mobile Kids" by Nielsen 

"More Companies Market Directly to 

Kids" by Michele Norris  

"America the Not-So-Beautiful" by 

Andrew A. Rooney  

"Ain't I a Woman?" by Sojourner Truth  

"Nobel Lecture" by Malala Yousafzai  

ACADEMIC 

text features 
credibility 
primary source 
secondary source 
claim 
valid 
counterclaim 
 
LITERARY 

informational writing 
thesis statement 
rhetoric 

Planning for Independent Reading 
In the first half of this unit, students will have an opportunity to deepen their understanding of advertising by 
reading articles and nonfiction books. In the second half of the unit, students can choose to read speeches and 
informational texts about an issue of their choice. 
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UNIT 3: CHOICES AND CONSEQUENCES 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview 
Students will explore the idea of choices and 
consequences first through reading a novel 
and then through researching an influential 
leader.  
 
Essential Questions 

• What is the relationship between choices 
and consequences? 

• What makes a great leader? 
 

What will students do? 
• Use text evidence to support analysis and 
• Inferences. 

• Write a literary analysis essay. 
• Evaluate, analyze, and synthesize a 

variety of informational texts. 
• Create and present a biographical 

research project. 

Landmarks of Nelson Mandela's Life by 
BBC News 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor  

Excerpts from Playing the Enemy: 
Nelson Mandela and the Game That 
Made a Nation by John Carlin  

Invictus (Directed by Eastwood Clint)  

"Invictus" by William Ernest Henley  

"To an Athlete Dying Young" by A.E. 
Housman  

Excerpt from Long Walk to Freedom by 
Nelson Mandela  

Excerpt from Nelson Mandela's Nobel 
Prize Acceptance Speech by Nelson 
Mandela  

The Nobel Peace Prize 1993, Biography 
of Nelson Mandela from Nobel 
Lectures 

"Nelson Mandela" by The Specials 

"Do not go gentle into that good night" 
by Dylan Thomas  

ACADEMIC 

tone 
voice 
 
LITERARY 

subordinate 
flashback 
foreshadowing 
motif 
mood 
meter 
rhyme scheme 

Planning for Independent Reading 
In this unit, while reading Tangerine, students will also read fiction and nonfiction that focuses on sibling 
relationships, followed by a biography, autobiography, or historical fiction about a leader. 
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UNIT 4: HOW WE CHOOSE TO ACT 

What is this unit about? Texts Vocabulary 
Overview 
Students will explore a range of 
contemporary and classic poems, 
monologues, and dialogues to refine their 
understanding of how writers use language 
to move their audiences. 
  
Essential Questions 
• How do writers and speakers use 

language for effect? 
• How do performers communicate 

meaning to an audience? 
 

What will students do? 

• Increase text analysis skills across 
genres. 

• Strengthen oral and written 
communication skills. 

• Improve oral fluency and presentation 
skills. 

• Collaborate on a Shakespearean 
performance.  
 

"The Children's Crusade" Jenny Lyn 
Bader  

"Homesteaders" by Rosemary 
Catacalos  

"maggie and milly and molly and may" 
by E.E.Cummings  

"Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf" 
by Roald Dahl  

"We Wear the Mask" by Paul Laurence 
Dunbar  

"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening" by Robert Frost  

"Mother to Son" by Langston Hughes  

"The Highwaymen of Hounslow Heath" 

"The Highwayman" by Alfred Noyes  

"The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe  

Excerpts from Twelfth Night by William 
Shakespeare  

"William Shakespeare" by The 
Shakespeare Globe Trust 

"Dreams" by Mary Hall Surface  

"Study Tips" by Mary Hall Surface  

"The Paper Avalanche" by Mary Hall 
Surface  

"Haiku" by José Juan Tablada  

ACADEMIC 

precise 
structure 
improvise 
diagram 
 
LITERARY 

persona 
alliteration 
assonance 
consonance 
monologue 
pantomime 
verse 
prose 
poetic devices 
internal rhyme 
parody 
dialogue 

Planning for Independent Reading 
In the first half of the unit, while working on analyzing and creating monologues, students will have the opportunity 
to read other texts written from a first-person point of view. In the second half of the unit, students will have the 
opportunity to read novels and plays that will support their learning while they analyze and perform Shakespeare. 

 


